"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

of civilization. I tell you again there are in England,
or in any other country, the makings of half a dozen
decent Icings and councils; but they are mostly in
prison. If we only knew how to pick them out and
label them, then the people could have their choice
out of the half dozen. It may end that way, but not
until we have learnt how to pick the people who are fit
to be chosen before they are chosen. And even then
the picked ones will be just those whom the people
will not choose. Who is it that said that no nation can
bear being well governed for more than three years?
Old Noll found that out. Why am I a popular king?
Because I am a lazy fellow. I enjoy myself and let the
people see me doing it, and leave things as they are,
, though things as they are will not bear thinking of by
those who know what they are. That is what the people
like. It is what they would do if they were kings.

CATHERINE. You are not lazy: I wish you were: I
should see more of you. You take a great deal too
much exercise: you walk and walk and nobody can
keep up with you; you are always gardening or sailing
or building and talking to gardeners and sailors and
shipwrights and bricklayers and masons and people
like that, neglecting the court. That is how your
brother gathers the court round him and takes it away
from you.

CHARLES. Let him. There is nothing to be learnt at
court except that a courtier's life is not a happy one.
The gardeners and the watermen, the shipwrights and
bricklayers and carpenters and masons, are happier
and far far more contented. It is the worst of luck to be
born a king. Give me a skilled trade and eight or ten
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